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3 kingdom.1 Just as the ascendancy which she acquired over urkey by the Treaty of Kainardji led naturally, perhaps .cvitably, to the First Partition of Poland, so now the principle I" the Balance of Tower impelled Austria and Prussia to look aout for lands that would compensate them for the expansion r Russia. Those lands could be found most easily in Poland, :ss easily in France. So it came about that the principle which itt invoked for the greater security of the smaller States, ecamc in the hands of Catharine and her powerful neighbours
pretext for schemes of aggrandisement and pillage.
Thus fell to pieces the " federative system," whereby Pitt oped to group the weaker States around England and Prussia, 'he scheme was due in the first instance to Ewart. Pitt :1 opted it when he believed the time to be ripe; but he post-onecl action too long. Had he pushed his plans forward in ic autumn of 1700, as soon as the dispute with Spain was titled, and maintained the naval armaments at their full :rength, he would probably have gained a peaceful triumph vcr Catharine. In that case the accession of Poland, Sweden, LK! Turkey to the Triple Alliance would naturally have fol-)wed. There would then have been no invasion of France by uistrUi and Prussia; still less would there have been any spolia-ion of Poland. The practical manner in which the Poles rc-wmccl their commonwealth opened up vast possibilities for the ast of Europe; and the crushing of those hopes under the heel f a remorseless militarism is probably the severest loss which he national principle has sustained in modern times.
Nevertheless, though Pitt showed a lack of nerve at the risis, yet, in view of the duplicity of Prussia, the doubtful atti-Lide of Leopold and Gustavus, the marvellous resourcefulness of Catharine, and the factious opposition of the Whigs, he cannot be ilamcd. At times, new and subtle influences warp the efforts of tatesrnen. This was so in the year 1791. Pitt was striving to mild on the basis of the balance of Po\ver. But that well-rodden ground now began to heave under the impact of forces nighticr than those wielded by monarchs and chancellors. Democracy sent out its thrills from Paris as a centre, and the raze of sta.le.smcn was turned from the East to the West, Thence-brth the instinct of self-preservation or of greed marshalled the
1  Herrmann, " Gescbicluc Russlamls," vi, 445.F. O.," Poland, 5.   Hailes to Grenv'ille, 2ist August 1791.enly on
